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Prevalence of Institutional Research Data Polices 









UK Germany France Canada (French 
speaking) 
Explaining differences between UK and Germany 
Federal state with a strong 
tradition of independence for 
professors and universities 
Strong centralised public funding 
regime for research and 
universities 







Cohort group in which the UK HEI with Research 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































• Recommend: The policy is a 
document to provide weight for RDM 
and data sharing. To that end, a policy 
should 
– Raise awareness in institutions of 
RDM and re-use 
– Raise awareness and clarify issues 
of data ownership 
– Outline broad institutional 
responsibilities for RDM. 
Framework 
• Digital Curation Centre. 2014. Five Steps to 
Developing a Research Data Management Policy 




• Erway, Ricky. 2013. Starting the Conversation: 
University-wide Research Data Management Policy. 
Dublin, Ohio: OCLC Research. 
http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publicatio
ns/library/2013/2013-08.pdf  
Research Data Policy definitions of key RDM 











2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 No Year 
Definitions 
No Definitions 
Length of definition of "Data/Research Data" in 

























































































UK HEI Research data policies definition of key 































• Recommend: State that data is an 
asset in its own right and include a 
phrase about it being recognised as 
such. 
• Definitions of what “data” best left to 
supporting documentation to define on 
a devolved basis. 
Policy broadly defines the role institution plays in 
















• Recommend: Policies should define a 
level of responsibility for the institution, 
not just the researchers. 
• Exact responsibilities could be left to 
supporting documentation but state 
who is involved in RDM.  
 









or funder, with 
fields specified 
83% 
Data Management Plans 
• Recommend: suggest a DMP is 
recommended in a way that highlights 
how it underpins good RDM practice. 
• A DMP requirement brings in resource 
questions so consider that. 






Staff and Students 
Scope 
• Recommend: Communities of 
research activity need to know if this 
policy applies to them. 
• To whom does the policy apply:  
– Staff (including or excluding visiting 
staff?) 
– PhD students? 
– all postgraduates 
– Undergraduates 
 
Policy contains a statement on institutional 






• Recommend: Ownership of 
intellectual property is usually covered 
by employment and funding contracts. 
Therefore, this point is more one of 
awareness, but it can provide cover 
when necessary.  
Policy contains a statement on the primacy of 













• Recommend: Agreements between 
researchers, institutions, and funders 
cover this area. However, it is useful to 
contain a policy statement on the 
primacy of these agreements for the 
sake of clarity. 
 
Policy specifies criteria on what data and 











UK HEI Policy specifies criteria on what data and 















Non-specified reference, or criteria specified 

























• Recommendation: The question of 
what to keep can be better addressed 
by a support service in conjunction 
with the researchers and 
archives/repositories. 
 
Policy contains a statement on length of time data 





















UK HEI Policy contains a statement on length of 























Length of retention 
• Recommendation: Funder policies 
will vary, may change, and will take 
precedence. It is arguably better to 
define retention as “long-term” with 
specific details addressed by the 
institutional repository using guidance 
from funder policies and disciplinary 
norms. 
Policy contains a statement on the ethical 














• Recommendation: Include a 
statement about requiring data be 
“shared to the fullest extent possible”. 
The policy should recognise 
commercial, contractual, legal, and 
ethical restrictions that prevent open 
data being possible, but still allow for 
data sharing. 















• Recommendation: that the policy 
include a requirement for all generated 
research data – even if deposited 
elsewhere - to have a catalogue 
reference in publications repository, or 
Library catalogue. 












• Recommendation: Better to not 
mention specific types of licences for 
data.  
 






• Recommendation: given the difficulty 
in identifying costs and variation in 
how different researchers see this as 
their responsibility, it would be better 
not to mention costing. Supporting 
advice can be given either through the 
RDM service or Research Office. 
























UK HEI Policy states it is subject to periodic review 
by year of adoption 






















































TOTAL 1 1 5 9 11 4 31 
Review 
• Recommendation: It is recommended 
the policy states it is subject to review 
at regular defined periods and by 
whom it is reviewed. 
Summary 
Data availability 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5255/UKDA-SN-851566 
Contact 
Laurence Horton 
E: L.Horton@lse.ac.uk 
Tw: @laurencedata 
Orcid: orcid.org/0000-0003-2742-6434 
 
